
INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF AIR TRAFFIC 
CONTROLLERS' ASSOCIATIONS 
 

11     1255 University Street, Suite 408, Montreal, Quebec H3B 3B6 CANADA 
      Tel: +1 514 866 7040, Fax: +1 514 866 7612, e-mail: office@ifatca.org 

 
 
29 May 2009 
 

PRESS RELEASE 
 

 
IFATCA is ready to help improve EASA system 

 
 
On 28 May 2009, the European Aviation Safety Authority (EASA) provided an extensive 
briefing to representatives of European air traffic controllers, pilots and air traffic services 
engineers in Brussels. The briefing addressed the impact that the extension of the EASA 
regulatory domain to ATM/CNS, Aerodromes will have on the future rulemaking in these 
fields.  
 
The extension of the EASA regulatory domain to the field of ATM will address, among 
other areas, the use of airspace, ATM/CNS Services, Systems and constituents, service 
providers and training organisations. In particular, the qualification of ATCOs will be 
addressed and this subject was debated at length during the briefing. The exchange of 
information in the lively discussions was appreciated by the participants. 
 
“The extension of the EASA regulation to Air Traffic Management and the Airport domain 
will have a significant impact on Air Traffic Controllers” says Marc Baumgartner, IFATCA 
President and CEO. ”The planned revocation of the EC Directive on ATCO licensing 
needs to be properly assessed and reviewed in order to ensure that the EASA system 
brings genuine safety benefits to the ATCO. With our extensive world wide experience 
and expertise on ATCO licensing and working conditions, IFATCA trusts that EASA will 
involve us and take advantage of our knowledge and resources to help improve the 
overall system”. 
 
For further information about this matter, please contact us at office@ifatca.org. 
 
 
 
 

IFATCA is the worldwide organization representing more than fifty thousand air 
traffic controllers in 137 countries. Amongst its goals are the promotion of safety, 

efficiency and regularity in international air navigation and the protection and 
safeguarding of the interests of the air traffic control profession. 
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